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Agricultural Department and FFA Membership

McKinney ISD adheres to guidelines and policies provided by the Texas FFA Association. Texas FFA
allows local discretion of the school district to adopt more stringent membership guidelines as
deemed necessary.

Texas FFA Association Policy Handbook

Section 1: Active Membership Eligibility
1.1 Operational Premises

(a) The FFA Organization is an integral part of Agricultural education, a leadership
development program for students of Agriculture, food and natural resources
programs. FFA programs are intended to be applied activities related to the
classroom and laboratory instructional programs, individual supervised Agricultural
experience programs and the leadership, personal and career development
component of the Agricultural education delivery model. Thus, membership guidelines







submitted annually. Each Junior FFA Chapter shall submit yearly a roster to the State
FFA Association that includes the name, date of birth, Age, grade, and address. Each
local chapter can set and collect dues. State dues in the same amount as active FFA
membership dues shall be collected.

2.3 Membership Opportunities

(a) The membership year begins September 1 and ends August 31. Students initiate
junior membership by participating in whatever location function is designated by the
local advisor as a qualifying activity or event to initiate membership. (Examples:
attend meeting, validate livestock under auspices of chapter) Local chapters may
develop requirements in excess of state requirements for students to remain in good
standing with the local chapter. Once a student is eligible to enroll in an Agriculture,
food and natural resources class of any kind, he or she is not eligible for junior
membership. Middle school students enrolled in Agriculture, food and natural
resources classes must be submitted as active members (Discovery Degree
members for local credit classes).

(b) Junior FFA is designed to encourage involvement in Agricultural science
education. To this end, chapters are encouraged to develop and participate in local
activities that promote leadership development and Agricultural education for its junior
members.

(c) Junior FFA members are not eligible to participate in events in which Texas FFA
Association has direct oversight including but not limited to leadership development
events, career development events, speaking development events, state FFA rodeo,
talent and Agriscience fair. Junior membership activities shall include exhibition of
livestock and poultry projects. Local, county, regional and statewide shows and other
Agricultural education partners may include junior members in other events such but
not limited to Agricultural mechanics shows and judging competitions.

(d) Junior members are not eligible to cast a vote or participate in the discussion
related to the official business of the Texas FFA Association or of any district, area
association, do not count toward membership totals for delegate allocation and
should not be listed on active membership rosters.
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FFA Official Dress

Female Official Dress
▪ Black skirt or black slacks. Skirt is to be at least knee length, hemmed evenly across the

bottom, with a slit no longer than 2 inches above the knee, excluding the kick pleat.
▪ White collared blouse and official FFA blue scarf.
▪ Black dress shoes or black boots( if slacks are worn) with a closed heel and toe (No

sandals, open-toed shoes, or tennis shoes.)
▪ Black nylon hosiery or Black socks if wearing slacks.
▪ Official FFA jacket zipped to the top.

Male Official Dress
▪ Black dress pants. (No jeans - blue or black, leather, pleather, etc.)
▪ White dress shirt and official FFA tie
▪ Black dress shoes or black boots with a closed heel and toe. (No sandals, open-toed

shoes, tennis shoes.)
▪ Black socks.
▪ Official FFA jacket zipped to the top.

How to Wear Awards
▪ Chapter degree, officer and award medals should be worn
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Chapter Officer Elections, Leadership Development Events, and
Career Development Events

Chapter Officer Elections

Each McKinney ISD FFA Chapter has their own Chapter Constitutions and these wil
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Liabilities

Animal Projects

● No animal, including but not limited to personally owned animals, consigned or leased
animals, will be housed at the Ag Barn facility without a current signed receipt of this
document and a signed “MISD student co-curricular / extracurricular contract” on file with the
Species Ag science teacher and campus Ag Science Teacher. Both required signed
documents are located at the back of this manual.

● All animal projects must be owned, consigned or leased by McKinney ISD enrolled students
to be housed at the Ag Barn facility

● The McKinney ISD, Agriscience ProgramC嘗IS





Problems and Chain of Command

When a problem or concern arises, the best way to resolve it is by following a set
“chain-of-command.” Always begin with the sn



Exemptions to Compulsory Attendance
● Religious holy days;
● Required court appearances;
● Activities related to obtaining United States citizenship;
● Service as an election clerk;
● Documented health-care appointments for the student or a child of the student,

including absences for recognized services for students diagnosed with autism
spect�
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McKinney Independent School District Agricultur�



ensure consistent communication with everyone in the program.



under any McKinney ISD FFA chapter without the consent of the species Ag Science
teacher.

● Number of Projects at MISD Ag Barn Facility: Students will be limited to a maximum
number of animal projects that will be housed at the MISD Ag Barn Facility per approval by
the species Ag Science teacher. The number will be determined yearly.

● Costs: While showing animals is a positive experience, it is not a cheap one. You will incur
costs for the animal, feed, entry fees, passes, transportation, hotels, vet bills, etc. Any
expenses are to be paid at the time of service or deadline set forth for the event by the
species Ag Science teacher. NOTE – due to funding, parents and students may be required
to pay a one-time fee
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● The student’s Agricultural Science teacher must approve all projects before purchase
including personally owned animals. The instructor must be actively involved in the
selection process, or the project will not be eligible for the following:

▪ to participate in livestock shows sponsored by McKinney ISD
▪ to be housed at the McKinney ISD Ag barn facility
▪ or be affiliated with any McKinney ISD FFA program.

● Any animal that is raised as a project at the Ag Barn facility and enters for a show under
any group other than McKinney ISD FFA will lose their facility privileges.

● The species Ag Science teacher will provide the following for parents and students:
▪ Lead the selection & purchasing process for student animal projects.

▪ Provide advice on feeding, grooming, equipment, and other necessary purchases

▪ Provide instruction and recommendations to help students properly groom animals for
show, train their animals prior to show, learn animal anatomy and facts necessary for
showmanship, and exhibit their animals successfully in the show ring. Seeking
outside assistance or advice from individuals who are not MISD Ag teachers can
result in removal from the barn. Please consult your supervising Ag teacher first,
before seeking outside help.

▪ Provide students with entry forms for all school sponsored livestock shows

▪ Species Ag Science teacher will provide tags for animals for state shows in
accordance with State Validation Procedures and Regulations.

▪ Provide transportation for livestock to and from school-sponsored livestock shows
decided by species Ag Science teachers based on MISD approval.

▪

FACILITIES USAGE

● Facility usage is to be used for McKinney ISD actively enrolled agriculture students and/or
paid members of the McKinney FFA program who own or lease an animal project. All
projects housed at the MISD Ag Barn facility must be owned and cared for by actively
enrolled McKinney ISD students.

● Each student is responsible for the feeding and care of his/her project on his/her own time
without assistance of anyone, other
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● Students housing animals at McKinney ISD facilities may be assigned duties or
responsibilities for the care and maintenance of the facility as determined by the instructor
and/or species Ag Science teacher. Failure to maintain McKinney ISD facilities in clean and
proper order or complete duties assigned may result in the dismissal of the student and the
removal of his/her animal from the facility.

● No additions, subtractions, modifications, or construction relating to electricity, carpentry,
plumbing, or location may be made. The use of electrical devices or extension cords must
meet NEC and UL electrical codes. No cords shall lie within reach of any animal and must
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● PENS- Wet sand or shavings and feces are to be removed regularly. The sand and/or
shavings are an expense of the student/parent.

● AISLE- the aisles are to remain clean and free of trash, alfalfa, hay, etc.… this is the
responsibility of all students. Tack is to be kept in designated areas and put up neatly. Trash
can blow around and get into pens and then our animals will begin to eat it causing them to
get off their normal feed.

● TRASH/DUMPING- we have wheel barrels for all to use at the barn. When cleaning out your
pens it is your responsibility to take the wheel barrel to the designated dump and not outside
our barn doors or in the driveway. Doing so will attract flies and cause more disease and
infections in the barn. If you do see this please report it immediately to the species Ag
Science teacher so appropriate actions can be taken. The dumpster is located in the front of
the barn. Please make sure all your personal and animals’ trash is thrown away properly and
not left on barrels or in aisles.

● FOOD- Projects are to be fed twice daily on a twelve-hour schedule, or as advised by
species Ag Science teacher. BE CONSISTENT. It is recommended that feeding should be
done before 10am and 10pm. Animals are creatures of habit.

● WATER- Fresh, clean water should be supplied daily to your project. Empty water buckets
are unacceptable; they should be filled every day during feeding. Water buckets must be
dumped and cleaned outside of the stalling area and not in any aisle.

● EXERCISE- exercise programs will be on a per species basis and will be given to the
student/parent from the species Ag Science teacher. Please note these programs can
change as needed for the project.

● WEATHER- Exhibitors should check the weather each day. Regardless of the weather
conditions your animal(s) need to be fed and given fresh water. This includes rain, snow, ice,
and just cold weather.

o In the event of extreme weather conditions McKinney ISD reserves the right to shut
off water lines to the Ag Barn Facilities. In the event this occurs students/parents are
responsible for hauling water to the Ag Barn Facility to care for project.

o Always seek species Ag Science teacher advice if there are questions regarding
weather conditions and the daily care of your animal.

● EQUIPMENT- materials used daily by the student will be purchased at the student’s
expense. A
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● No locks are allowed on any animal pens in case of fire or other emergencies. Failure to
comply will result in the lock being cut off and removed.

SENIOR STUDENTS:
● No senior student may start a project that will not finish before the end of the school year.

ǒ Graduated seniors will not be allowed to utilize the McKinney ISD Ag Barn Facility. Animals
will be removed from the project center within 2 weeks of the last show sponsored by the
species Ag Science teacher.

REMOVAL OF PROJECTS
● The student is to remove all projects from the Ag Barn Facility within two (2) weeks after

the last sponsored show of that species Ag Science teacher. NO ANIMAL will be allowed to
show after this deadline. If the project is not removed by the two-week period, the animal
will be removed and sold at a local auction barn. Any expenses incurred by the district will
be deducted from the sale price of the project.

● Any student who is required to remove a project due to disciplinary actions will be required
to leave within a 5-day period. In addition, departing students must clean their stall.

● Graduating seniors and/or students not intending to feed a livestock project for the
following school year �
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JUNIOR MEMBERS
● Dues are to be paid to the FFA chapter of the receiving feeder high school Ag Science

teacher the junior member is zoned to attend. If showing multiple species, the Ag Science
teachers of those species will discuss and devise a plan of action.

● Ag Science teachers are responsible to communicate information to Junior FFA members

SCRAMBLE ANIMALS
● Any McKinney ISD FFA students that are to participate in any calf scramble at any show or

event must have prior approval and permission from the species Ag Science teacher 2
weeks prior to the scramble event.

● Scramble forms and certificates �ho
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■ Fort Worth
■ Houston
■ State Fair of Texas

▪ Collin County

▪ Weekend/Jackpot/Summer shows will be determined at the discretion of the species Ag
Science teacher and MISD approval.

▪ For the 2023-24 school year, students may participate in TJLA shows with prior approval
from species Ag Science teacher if not sponsored by the species Ag Science teacher. In
addition, students must adhere to expectations listed under “Jackpot Shows”.

▪ For 2023-24 school year, parents/students can attend additional “Jackpot shows” on their
own with prior approval from species Ag Science teacher if not sponsored by the species Ag
Science teacher, but will need to comply with the following if showing under McKinney ISD
FFA chapter:

▪ Gain permission from species Ag Science teacher at least 2 weeks in
advance.

▪ If proper notice is not given, species Ag Science teacher has the right to
refuse.

▪ Must have shown the animal at least once with the species Ag Science
teacher present.

▪ Supply your own means of transportation; pspof
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o Any animal not being hauled and penned with the McKinney ISD FFA team will be in
violation of this and the student will not be coded as student activity absence.

● Animals should be clipped and groomed as much as possible before they leave for the
shows. Each Species Ag Science teacher will give instructions for their procedures and
sign-up times.

● All families are expected to make their owrᄇ耀iir



Parent Responsibility and Expectations

McKinney ISD and campus administration reserve the right for discretionary interpretation of
contents in this guide. Any disciplinary action or violation of this document will be at the sole
discretion of McKinney ISD, following the Chain of Command.

● Parent Responsibilities: To help promote teamwork, good showmanship, and success, your
assistance as a parent of the livestock show team is very important and valued.

Parents are expected to:

o Review show team guidelines, show rules, and contents of the MISD FFA handbook
with your child frequently.

o Ensure your child accurately completes and turns in all registration paperwork,
payment and other required forms on time.

o Refrain from the use of tobacco, alcohol, and profanity at all FFA livestock events.

▪ Use of alcoholic beverages is forbidden on school property, including the
McKinney ISD Ag Barn Facility. In addition, please remember that stock
shows and other FFA events are family experiences and also an extension of
school grounds when attending under McKinney ISD FFA. Adults are not
allowed to consume or have in their possession alcoholic beverages in
or around the primary/general areas of the livestock show team,
including animal pens.

o Support the decisions and instructions given by FFA advisors, show judges, and other
officials at all FFA and livestock events.

o Provide positive support of your child and the entire FFA livestock team.

o Ensure that your student is on time to all required meetings and that they follow all
show team contract guidelines.

o Transportation and accommodations of students at all stock shows.

▪ All overnight travel requires parent/guardian supervision. If a parent/guardian
is not able to attend, 2-week prior notification must be given to the species ag
science teacher. This notification must include designated guardian and
required MISD forms. All designated guardians must have approved
McKinney ISD volunteer application on file. This application is located at
http://www.mckinneyisd.net/pare�o
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● The maximum district allowed paid instructional days missed by MISD Ag Science Teachers
for school business is as follows:

Teacher sponsor Animal Project
*Maximum instructional days allowed

per school year

Taylor Sanders Steers and Heifer 20
Jake Parr Swine 20
Teah Barrientes Lambs, Goats, and Poultry 20
Leslie Packard Floral & Rabbits 20

* This includes livestock shows, judging competitions, and any project delivery, purchase or
pick up

● It is the responsibility of the AST to plan their calendar accordingly with parents and students
to adhere to maximum instructional days allowed to be absent.

● In the event an AST cannot pick up or deliver a project outside of the instructional day, the
AST must obtain approval from campus administration and Director of College & Career
Readiness prior to making travel arrangements. Trips will not be approved unless funding is
available.

● The AST must get campus administration approval and Director of College & Career
Readiness approval prior to making all travel arrangements.

● All travel and/or sub requests must be submitted and received by Central Office (Director of
College & Career Readiness office) at least 1 week prior to departure date.

● Any days over the maximum District allowed must be approved by the campus principal and
will be at the expense of the campus

● Any out-of-state travel by MISD AST shall be approved by the principal and Director of
College & Career Readiness prior to making any travel arrangements. Out-of-state travel
should be limited to one trip not to exceed 5 instructional days in a row per school year
except for extenuating circumstances approved by the campus principal and Director of
College & Career Readiness.

● All travel arrangements are the responsibility of the AST and must comply with the guidelines
listed in the MISD Career and Technical Education Employee Handbook and guidelines by
the MISD Accounting/Purchasing Procedures.

● AST’s must enforce that only MISD enrolled students and MISD staff members can
accompany them in any MISD Ag vehicle.

● Both the campus AST and the species Ag Science teacher must have on file in hard copy
and electronic form, the following signed documents:

▪ Receipt of this handbook
▪ MISD Student Code of Conduct
▪ MISD Student Co-Curricular/Extracurricular Contract

35



▪ Field trip release form
▪ Medical release form

● MISD monies expended for travel or property shall be for authorized use for MISD Personnel
only and shall not be allowed for personal use or personal gain.

● Campus administration and Director of College & Career Readiness has the final approval for
all FFA or AG Science travel

SELECTION OF PROJECTS AND LIVESTOCK SHOW RESPONSIBILITIES

● AST will take into consideration of maximum number of instructional days allowed to miss
during the academic calendar when planning with students and parents regarding show
season and selection of projects

● AST will also consider the number of maximum district sponsored shows (7) when deciding
on project assignments for students

● All decisions regarding selection of projects are at the discretion of the AST supervising the
animal species.

● AST’s are responsible to manage and assign stalls or locations of all animal projects based
on space and/or equipment available at Ag barn and to limit student projects to ensure
compliance of attendance guidelines

● The AST in charge of the species in question has final say as to whether an animal will be
entered at livestock shows under the McKinney FFA Chapter

● The AST will be fully responsible for the species he or she is supervising. Under no
circumstance shall a parent or a student seek advice from another AST, breeders or other
individual.

● The AST is fully responsible for monitoring all medication for projects at the MISD Ag facility.
REFER to the MEDICATION section of this document handbook

● If an AST does not agree with how another AST is handling the management of his or her
species, then any disagreement must be brought to the attention of their campus
administration for resolution.

● The AST will provide the following for parents and students:
▪ Lead the selection & purchasing process for student animal projects. The AST who

sponsors that animal species MUST approve all projects before purchase and before
student is eligible to move animal to the MISD Ag barn facility

▪ Provide advice on feeding, grooming, equipment, and other necessary purchases
▪ Provide a list of equipment and materials to purchase for the species prior to the

purchase of the project
▪ Provide instruction and recommendations to help students properly groom animals for

show, train their animals prior to show, learn animal anatomy and facts necessary for
showmanship, and exhibit their animals successfully in the show ring

▪ Provide students with entry forms for all school sponsored livestock shows
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● The parents and student(s) shall be given a receipt for any monies paid to any
MISD-Affiliated programs or MISD personnel for purchase and/or care of an animal as part of
the FFA Program such as medication needs, vet bills.

● Any monies owed by the parents and student(s) will be detailed in a written invoice provided
by the AST.

● If the parents and student(s) agree to have the FFA Sponsor research and purchase an
animal for them, the parents shall sign a written Agreement for the FFA Sponsor to purchase
the animal. The parents and the students shall receive a copy of any of the papers provided
by the breeder for the purchase of the animal and shall receive a refund for any monies
remaining or an invoice for
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● Due to safety concerns, the Ag Barn Facility will be open between the hours of 5 a.m. and
11:00 p.m. All AST’s will enforce district Ag Barn Facility hours of operation with students and
parents. Anyone present during closed hours will be considered trespassing.

● All AST’s have the authority to remove any parent or student who is in violation of the
Student Code of Conduct or the MISD FFA Handbook at any time while at the Ag Barn
Facility.

t’e h arࠀill r
ig.

aeboeiobso uleeo ep
at

cg. ed

�W

�D �Q �G

ity. iol



● Vehicle usage is limited to the maximum show allowances, emergency usage to transport
animal to a veterinarian, and a maximum of allowed and approved trips for purchasing
projects.

● AST will not be permitted to utilize any MISD owned truck or stock trailer for personal usage.
● AST’s are not permitted to pull any MISD stock trailer with a personal vehicle.
● AST will communicate and enforce students and parents are strictly prohibited from the use

of MISD CTE vehicles; including but not limited to trucks, stock trailers, or Ag Expedition.
● Each AST will be responsible to ensure each mode of transportation remains in satisfactory

and safe working condition. This includes but is not limited to:
Trucks: S DW R �
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Amendments

The Director of College & Career Readiness and campus administration reserve the right to change
or amend the contents of this document. All contents within this document are at the discretionary
interpretation of McKinney ISD campus administration aqdi aghri trre
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MISD STUDENT CO-CURRICULAR / EXTRACURRICULAR CONTRACT

I, __________________________, understand that it is a privilege and honor, not a right, to
be a member of a McKinney ISD Co-curricular / extracurricular activity.

I understand I must conduct myself with the utmost integrity and honesty as a student
involved in co-curricular/extracurricular activities in McKinney ISD. I understand that my
position as a student involved in co-curricular / extracurricular activities means that I am
held to a higher standard of behavior, and therefore, may receive greater, different, and/or
additional consequences than those outlined in the MISD Student Code of Conduct for
conduct, regardless of whether such conduct occurs on or off school property, at a school
sponsored or school related event, or involves social media on and/or off campus.

I understand and agree that consequences assigned under this Contract will be assigned at
the discretion and determination of the sponsor/coach and/or the campus administration of
the activity, in any hierarchy/order deemed appropriate by the sponsor/coach and/or campus
administrator, and may include, but are not limited to, disciplinary consequences in,
suspension from, removal from and/or prohibition from future participation in one and/or all
co-curricular/extracurricular activities in McKinney ISD.

I understand and agree this contract is in force from the date of my signature through my
graduation date from McKinney ISD, whichever occurs later. This contract includes summer,
vacation, and holiday days. Disciplinary consequences may be assigned for McKinney ISD
co-curricular / extracurricular activities occurring during summer, vacation, holiday days and
after my graduation.

I have read this MISD CO-CURRICULAR / EXTRACURRICULAR contract, and I
understand and agree to all of the terms, process, and consequences stated herein,
including the discretion afforded the sponsor/coach and/or the campus administration in
determining the consequences assigned under this Contract.

_____________________________ ______________
Student Signature Date

_____________________________ ______________
Parent Signature Date

_____________________________ ______________
Parent Signature Date
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